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English Version

We present before you a notable talent as this week’s talented banker. A competition was
held in our group in January, with a photo that had to be reproduced using pencils. This
encouraged all budding artists to take their pencils.

The contest got tougher after two weeks.. and the winner's almost real picture gained
numerous accolades like “too good", “wave turbulence in abundance “, “even better than
the photograph" ... the same artist amazed us with yet another picture he drew in the year
2000 using water colour. Recently an oil painting was shared by him and this led us to find
out more about the artist behind the art, with the help of another artist, Sandeep Sivadasan

(10B).

Reji P Cherian

State Bank of India
Angadipuram branch
Malappuram Dist.

He was born to the teacher- couple Kochu Thresia and E.C. Paili on the birthday of Saint
Joseph in 1983 at Kallar near Adimali, Idukki. They settled in Palakkad Chittilamcheri near
Nenmara from 1985 when his mother got posted at Palakkad Pattanchery.

Reji studied in the Pattanchery Government High School till his third grade, then till 6th in
Chittilamcheri AUP School when he got admission in Malambuzha Navodaya School. The
teachers in Navodaya school, namely Kuriakose sir in arts and Ashraf sir in sports, guided
him to develop his skills, he remembers.

He did his graduation in Physics from Thrissur St. Thomas college, B Ed from Nedumkandam
Training college and postgraduation in Physics from the Annamalai University. During his
school years he bagged many prizes in arts and sports( in sprint items, football and kho kho)
in the school level, and for fun's sake started learning to play flute. He still plays flute during
his free moments.

He never got to learn the art of drawing or music. Still the innate talent is reflected in the
pictures he drew for his B Ed college magazine and for the Navodaya School meet Souvenir
cover-page.

He joined State Bank of Travancore in 2009 at its Puthanathani branch. He was then
transferred to Edavanna, Angadipuram ( head cashier), Tirurangadi (Special Assistant) and
after merger to Mankada (Associate) and back to Angadipuram (cash-in-charge).

His spouse is Soumya Varghese, whom he knew from his young age. Their home in
Angadipuram comes alive with their young ones - Devin, Dion and Crystal. Soumya is the
Assistant Professor at Perinthalmanna Moulana College of Nursing. Kochu Thresia teacher



and Paili master are spending their well-earned retired life at Chittilamcheri.

His entry into the Talented bankers group is an exciting experience that needs to be shared.
He was teaching the 7 year old Devin to draw, with various lead pencils and colour pencils
on the table. Then he noticed the photo of the river and the little boat with a competition
tag! It was years back when he could create wonders using pencils, water colours and oil
paints. He looked at the pencils on the table.. and decided — we all saw the result.

From his young age he experimented with colours. Since he concentrated on detailing of the
pictures without losing its original essence taking time, he normally did not appear for any
painting competitions with time constraints.

“ Reji has expertised the difficult art of oil painting. His self-learnt style of developing a
picture from darker shades rather that the normally followed way of beginning with lighter
tones needs to be studied” — Sandeep Sivadasan.

An active member of our literary panel and movie panel, Sri.R. Sasidharan (SBI
Parappanangadi Town Branch Manager) adds about his earlier colleague, Reji — “Reji's
multiple talents if pursued, would take him to great heights. His deep interest and
knowledge can be felt when he discusses a movie".

We are extremely pleased to know that our Talented Bankers group could rekindle his
forgotten skills.

“I take a lot of time to complete a picture. Hence | didn’t bother to participate in any
competitions. Now lockdown has brought more time for me to draw and continue my
experimentation with colours.” We can literally feel his excitement as though he has found a
long-lost friend.

We wish his colours may conquer heights like a rainbow.
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English version: Arya Gayathry , State Bank of India, Thiruvananthapuram Main Branch



